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Bringing

Geoscientific Barriers

Dr. Ulrich Pdschl

Can you begin by outlining the founding principles of EGU?

In light of the current environmental issues we face, how crucial is it
to foster a mobilised scientific community of European researchers in
the arena of geosciences, planetary and space sciences?

Further to the above, how important are technological developments
to strengthening and integrating the knowledge base from which
scientists can work?

Beyond Europe, how important is international collaboration and
knowledge transfer to EGU members? Do you think that the future
of research relies upon cross-border collaboration?

Is the majority of your work focused on a strategic level, aimed

at changing policy (for example providing data for policy makers
responding to climate change), or merely keeping issues surrounding
the geosciences in the news?

Your mission statement emphasises the need for free and universal
accessibility of scientific publications — has the lack of access been

a limiting factor for scientists to date? Do you think scientists have
been unduly protective of their research, and dissemination has been
less high up the agenda?

INTERNATIONAL INNOVATION

Have you noticed the recent global economic situation putting a
strain on research budgets in the geosciences? Is there a difficult
balance to be struck between technological development and
financial viability concerns?

LIMITED ACCESS TO SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS
IS A MAJOR OBSTACLE FOR INTERDISCIPLINARY
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

What role does the EGU play in drawing young students
to further a career in science?

Your outreach work includes a consideration of the social impacts
of geosciences; can you provide an example of such a topic, and the
context in which it might be discussed?

What are the main criteria by which you evaluate the success
of your work?

How far have we come in the past half century in terms
of advances in the geosciences? Are there particular
areas where you would like to see substantially more
investment?

What is your vision for the future of the EGU? What kind
of strategies would you like to see implemented over the
next decade to safeguard research?

FURTHER INFORMATION:

http://www.egu.eu/home.html

http://www.egu.eu/media-outreach/egu-media-outreach-
overview.html

http://www.egu.eu/media-outreach/alexander-von-humboldt-
conferences.html

http://www.atmospheric-chemistry-and-physics.net/general_
information/public_relations.html

WWW.RESEARCHMEDIA.EU
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