
Richard Willstätter 
S	 1912 – 1916
E	 1927 – 1937

Organic 
chemistry

H. Otto Wieland
S	 1917 – 1918

Organic 
chemistry

Kurt Hess
S	 1921 – 1930
E	 1931 – 1949

Organic chemistry

Josef Mattauch 
S	 1941 – 1965
D	 1947 – 1965

Physical department and mass spectrometry

Heinrich  
Hintenberger
S	 1956 – 1978
D	 1959 – 1978

Mass spectrometry

Alfred Klemm
S	 1958 – 1981

Christian Junge
S + D 1968 – 1978

Lise Meitner
S	 1913 – 1938
E	 1948 – 1968

Nuclear physics

Otto Hahn
S	 1912 – 1960
D	 1928 – 1946

Radiochemistry

Ernst Otto Beckmann
S	 1912 – 1923
D	 1912 – 1921

Inorganic and physical chemistry

Alfred Stock
S	 1915 – 1926
D	 1921 – 1926

Inorganic chemistry

Fritz Straßmann
S	 1946 – 1953

Radiochemistry

Hermann Wäffler
S	 1954 – 1978

Nuclear physics

Friedrich A. 
Paneth
S	 1954 – 1958
D   1953 – 1958

Radio- and 
cosmochemistry

Ludwig Waldmann
S	 1954 – 1963

Theoretical physics
Time chart of the Institute’s scientific mem-
bers (S), directors (D) and main research 
directions. The bars indicate periods of ten-
ure at the Institute; sometimes followed by 
external scientific membership (E).  

Air chemistry

Paul J. Crutzen
S	 1978 – 2000
D	 1980 – 2000

Atmospheric chemistry

Johannes Lelieveld
S + D since 2000

Atmospheric Chemistry

Meinrat O. Andreae
S + D 1987 – 2017

Biogeochemistry

Stephan Borrmann
S + D since 2001

Particle chemistry

Multiphase chemistry

Ulrich Pöschl
S + D since 2012

Albrecht Hofmann
S + D 1980 – 2007

Geochemistry

Gerald H. Haug
S + D since 2015

Climate geochemistry

Heinrich Wänke
S	 1963 – 1996
D	 1969 – 1996

Cosmochemistry

Herrmann Kümmel
S	 1964 – 1969

Theoretical nuclear physics

Friedrich Begemann
S	 1969 – 1995
D	 1977 – 1995

Isotope cosmology

Günter Lugmair
S + D 1996 – 2005

Cosmochemistry

Physical chemistry

Chronicle of the directors and scientific members

Opening of the Kaiser-Wilhelm-
Institute for Chemistry

Nobel Prize Richard Willstätter

Discovery of
the nuclear fission

Nobel Prize Otto Hahn

Incorporation into the Max Planck 
Society and relocation to Mainz

Nobel Prize Paul Crutzen

Move into the 
new building
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